
“Life only has meaning/I only have worth if…[1] 
 

  I have power and influence over others.” (Idol of Power) 
 

  I am loved and respected by everyone, or most people, or those 
people.” (Idol of Approval) 

 

  I have this kind of pleasure experience, a particular quality of 
life.” (Idol of Comfort) 

  I am able to get mastery over my life in the area of …” (Idol of Control) 

  People are dependent on me and need me.” (Idol of Helping) 

  Someone is there to protect me and keep me safe.” (Idol of 
Dependence) 

  I am completely free from obligations or responsibilities to take care 
of someone.” (Idol of Independence) 

  I am highly productive and getting a lot done.” (Idol of Work) 

  I am being recognized for my accomplishments, and I am excelling in 
my work.” (Idol of Achievement) 

  I have a certain level of wealth, financial freedom, and very nice 
possessions.” (Idol of Materialism) 

  I am adhering to my religion’s moral codes or I believe the proper 
things about God.” (Idol of Religion) 

 This one person is in my life and happy to be there, and/or happy with 
me.” (Idol of Individual Person) 

  I feel I am totally independent of organized religion and am living by a 
self-made morality.” (Idol of Irreligion) 

  My race and culture is ascendant and recognized as superior or should 
be the focal point of society.” (Idol of Race or Culture) 

  A particular social grouping or professional grouping or other group 
lets me in.” (Idol of Inner ring) 

  My children and/or my parents are happy and happy with me.” (Idol 
of Family) 

  I am in a relationship with …” (Idol of Relationship) 

  I am hurting, in a problem; or am central figure to a problem for 
others.” (Idol of Suffering) 

  My political or social cause is making progress and ascending in 
influence or power.” (Idol of Ideology) 

  I have a particular kind of look or body image.” (Idol of Image) 

 

[1] Tim Keller “Counterfeit Gods: The Empty Promises of Money, Sex, and 
Power, and the Only Hope that Matters ” 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1594485496/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1594485496&linkCode=as2&tag=jeffmedd-20
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17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your 

neighbor’s wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or 

his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor’s. 
 

-Exodus 20:17 

 
5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 On 

account of these the wrath of God is coming. 7 In these you too once 

walked, when you were living in them. 8 But now you must put them all 

away … 12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 

bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, 

forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. 14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything 

together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 
 

-Colossians 3:5-15 

 

 15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all 

covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions.” 16 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich 

man produced plentifully, 17 and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, 

for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 18 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will 

tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample 

goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” ’ 20 But God said 

to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you 

have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So is the one who lays up treasure 

for himself and is not rich toward God.” 

… 31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you.   32 

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 

kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide 

yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the 

heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth 

destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 
 

-Luke 12:15-34 


