
The Abundance of God

Ephesians3:14-21



In the first prayer, the emphasis is on 
enlightenment; but in this prayer, the 

emphasis is on enablement. 
Warren Wiersbe



In the Bible, prayer is addressed to the 
Father, through the Son, and in the 

Spirit.



1. God’s grace should evoke 
passionate worship (14-15)



When Jews spoke of God as a Father, 
they meant he ruled the world which 

owed him its obedience.
DA Carson



In Hebrew tradition, for God to give 
creatures their names is not merely to 

provide them with a label, but to 
determine what they are.

M Turner



Paul was not saying that God is the 
Father of all but rather that He is the 

Prototype of all fatherhood. “Father” is 
derived from God, not man. 

HW Hoener



2. 0ur love should “add up” (16-
19)



a. Strength (16-17a)



11 I have stored up your 
word in my heart, 

that I might not sin against you.
Psalm 119:11



16 So we do not lose heart. Though our 
outer self is wasting away, our inner 

self is being renewed day by day.
2 Corinthians 4:16



God’s Strength

God’s 
Glory

Inner Man



It is only when we yield to the Spirit 
and let Him control the inner man that 

we succeed in living to the glory of God. 
Warren Wiersbe



b. Understanding(17b-19a)



The content of this comprehension is to 
know experientially the love of Christ 

that supersedes all knowledge.
JF Walvoord



The paradox “to know … that passes knowledge,” 
implies that when he says “know,” he does not mean 

that we can adequately know; all we know is, that His 
love exceeds far our knowledge of it, and with even 

our fresh accessions of knowledge hereafter, will still 
exceed them. 

JB Bond



c. Maturity (19b)



3. 0ur prayer should reflect His 
purposes (20-21)



This doxology serves once again to remind the 
readers of God’s immense and gracious power 

at work in them—not to encourage selfish 
requests, but to promote confident hope in his 

new creation, and petitions that correspond 
with God’s intent for the church in the present 

age.
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