
Chapters 
11-12
I Swear 

(Part 2)



JEPHTHAH’S STUBBORNNESS AND SELF

RIGHTEOUSNESS ESCALATED A CONFLICT

(11:12-28)



The accuracy of Jephthah’s knowledge 
and the soundness of his judgment 

appear from his whole treatment of 
the history; this ought to correct the 

very erroneous estimate of him as an 
ignorant and careless man. GCM 

Douglas



Jephthah’s Argument

•An Historic Argument

•A Spiritual Argument

•A Procedural Argument







He seems more intent on playing for time 
and establishing the justice of his cause, in 

the hope that the Lord, the supreme Judge, 
will decide in his favor. His closing appeal to 

the Lord to decide the issue this day is 
virtually a declaration of war, and a clear 

sign that the climax of the story is at hand. 
BG Webb



OUR GOAL IN A CONFLICT IS EITHER TO

WIN THE ARGUMENT OR WIN THE

HEART (11:12-28)



JEPHTHAH’S STUBBORNNESS COST HIS

DAUGHTERS LIFE

(11:29-40)



The presence of the Holy Spirit with Old 
Testament leaders was primarily for the 

purpose of accomplishing services for God, 
not specifically for holy living. Thus the 

presence of the Spirit with Jephthah was 
not necessarily related to his vow or its 

fulfillment, recorded in the following 
verses. FD Lindsey



It is axiomatic that God prohibited human 
sacrifice. However, it is conceivable that a 

man living in Jephthah’s age, “revering” 
God in his own half-savage way, could 

commit such an atrocious act, erroneously 
considering it an act of reverence. AC 

Bowling



This much is certain: If Jephthah 
actually sacrificed his daughter he 

sinned in a grievous manner. No vow 
should be kept if the keeping of that 

vow involves a greater sin than the 
breaking of that vow.  JE Smith



JESUS DID THE SELF-SACRIFICIAL WORK

TO SECURE OUR SALVATION (IT COST US

NOTHING)
(11:29-40)



JEPHTHAH AND EPHRAIM’S
STUBBORNNESS AND ARROGANCE COST

EPHRAIM 42,000 MEN (12:1-7)



1. WIN THE HEART OF YOUR “ENEMY”
2. GIVE JESUS GLORY FOR HIS WORK

ON THE CROSS

3. DON’T “WIN AT ALL COSTS”


