


The story is structured in such a way 
as to provide the reader with fertile 
resources for continuing to probe the 
nature of belief and of commitment. 

This chapter has veins of meaning 
that run deep, and the interpreter is 

constantly challenged to mine the 
wealth of its valuable resources.

GL Borchert



Those who 
FOLLOW God 
Those who FLEE
God 
Those who FLIRT
with God 



JESUS BROKE DOWN SOCIAL

BARRIERS, DEMANDING

TRUTH, BUT STILL OFFERING

HOPE IN HIMSELF AND WHAT

HE OFFERS
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DOWN SOCIAL
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2:1 My brothers, show no partiality as 
you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a 
man wearing a gold ring and fine 

clothing comes into your assembly, 
and a poor man in shabby clothing 

also comes in, 



3 and if you pay attention to the one 
who wears the fine clothing and say, 
“You sit here in a good place,” while 
you say to the poor man, “You stand 

over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 
4 have you not then made distinctions 

among yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts?  

James 2:1-4



17 You shall not be partial in judgment. 
You shall hear the small and the 

great alike. You shall not be 
intimidated by anyone, for the 

judgment is God’s. And the case that 
is too hard for you, you shall bring to 
me, and I will hear it.” Deuteronomy 

1:17



21 In the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I 

charge you to keep these rules 
without prejudging, doing nothing 

from partiality. 1 Timothy 5:21



JESUS BROKE DOWN SOCIAL

BARRIERS, DEMANDING

TRUTH, BUT STILL OFFERING

HOPE IN HIMSELF AND WHAT
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JESUS DEMANDED
TRUTH BUT
OFFERED HOPE
(VS. 22-24)



JESUS BROKE DOWN SOCIAL

BARRIERS, DEMANDING

TRUTH, BUT STILL OFFERING

HOPE IN HIMSELF AND WHAT

HE OFFERS



JESUS ALWAYS
POINTS TO WHO
HE IS AND WHAT
HE OFFERS
(VS. 10-26)



13 for my people have committed two 
evils: they have forsaken me, the 

fountain of living waters, and hewed 
out cisterns for themselves, broken 

cisterns that can hold no water. 
Jeremiah 2:13



13 O LORD, the hope of Israel, all who 
forsake you shall be put to shame; 

those who turn away from you shall 
be written in the earth, for they have 

forsaken the LORD, the fountain of 
living water. Jeremiah 17:13



TAKE HOME:  ARE WE

OFFERING HOPE?
ARE WE OFFERING HOPE IN

JESUS?  ARE WE OFFERING IT

TO EVERYONE?
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