
Faith in Tough Times 
 

1. Sermon Characteristics 
2. Mountain Walk 
3. Background 
4. C.S. Lewis 
5. Fountain vs. Broken Cistern 
6. Simple Life 
 

I.  Matthew 14:22-33  Jesus Walks on the Water 

1. Contrary Wind 

2. No Jesus 

3. Terrified 

4. Jesus Responded Immediately and There Was Still Doubt 

5. Confidence and Doubt  

6. Jesus Saves - Literally 

7. Worship 

II.  Acts 16:22-35  Paul and Silas Imprisoned 
 
1. Tough Times 

2. Praise and Worship 

3. Faith 

4. Missionary Journey 

5. Rejoice 

 



III.  Philippians 1:12-30 Paul’s Trials Advance the Gospel 

1. Paul’s Trials 

2. Advancing the Gospel 

3. Confidence without Fear 

4. Boldness - To Live is Christ and to Die is Gain. 

5. Your Progress and Joy in the Faith 

6. Not only to Believe in Him, but also to Suffer for His Sake 

 

IV.  Examples: Faith in Tough Times 
 

1.  Job Sermon 

2.  Sarah 

3.  Moses 

4.  Twelve Disciples 

5.  Other Examples 

 

V.   2 Corinthians 4:16-18  
 

16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner 

man is being renewed day by day. 17 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us 

an eternal weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look not at the things 

which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are 

temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

 



VI.  Small Group Questions 

1. What is your life like right now?  
 

2. Does it seem simple?  
 

3. Where is your focus in life right now?  Be honest! 
 

4. Have you had times in your life when you felt like you were “Walking on 
Water” and then the wind came up and you felt like you were sinking?  Did 
you reach out to Jesus at that time?  
 

5. Share some examples of when you did and did not. 
 

6. Paul and Silas were imprisoned, beaten and in chains.  How do you think 
you would feel and act in this situation? 
 

7. About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to 
God,  and as a result of the things that occurred the guard said, “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?”   What would you be thinking in this situation?  
 

8. Where were Paul and Silas’ eyes looking? 
 

9. Do the things of earth grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace 
in your life today? 

 
 


