
Series:  Choose Joy 

Speaker:  Dr. Bill Patterson 
 

READING THE WORD 
PHILIPPIANS 4:10-23  (NIV) 

 

      10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last 

you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you 

were concerned, but you had no opportunity to 

show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in 

need, for I have learned to be content whatever 

the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in 

need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I 

have learned the secret of being content in any 

and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 

whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do 

all this through Him who gives me strength.  
14 Yet it was good of you to share in my 

troubles. 15 Moreover, as you Philippians know, 

in the early days of your acquaintance with the 

gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one 

church shared with me in the matter of giving 

and receiving, except you only; 16 for even when 

I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more 

than once when I was in need. 17 Not that I 

desire your gifts; what I desire is that more be 

credited to your account. 18 I have received full 

payment and have more than enough. I am 

amply supplied, now that I have received from 

Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a 

fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, 

pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet all 

your needs according to the riches of his glory 

in Christ Jesus.  
20 To our God and Father be glory for ever and 

ever. Amen.  
21 Greet all God’s people in Christ Jesus. The 

brothers and sisters who are with me send 

greetings. 22 All God’s people here send you 

greetings, especially those who belong to 

Caesar’s household.  
23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with 

your spirit. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYING THE WORD  
PHILIPPIANS 4:10-23 

 

 Thank God we can learn to experience 

contentment. 

 Praise God that He gives us strength. 

 Thank God for those who share our 

troubles. 

 Thank God for the opportunity to be a 

partner in the gospel. 

 Thank God for the opportunity to practice 

generosity. 

 Thank God for what He does for the giver. 

 

 

 

EXPLORE THE WORD 
 

Sunday: Philippians 4:10-23 God’s abundant 

supply. 

Monday: 1 Tim. 6:6-10 Contentment is a 

great gain. 

Tuesday: Heb. 13:5-6 Avoid the love of 

money. 

Wed. 2 Cor. 9:6-15 God loves a cheerful giver. 

Thursday: Eph. 3:14-21 He may strengthen 

you. 
Friday: Rom. 11:33-36 To Him be the glory 

forever.  

Saturday: 2 Cor. 9:15 God’s indescribable 

gift! 
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Big Idea: Generosity indicates spiritual 

growth and participation in the gospel. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELPING PEOPLE FOLLOW JESUS 
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STUDYING THE WORD 
 

In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not  

accompanied by action, is dead. 

James 2:17 NIV 
 

To become a mature, spiritually reproducing 

follower of Jesus we have to interact with the 

Bible.  These questions are designed to help 

you dig deeper into the Word of God and 

apply it.  
 

 
 

 

 

Do you know a generous person? What do 

you like about him/her? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do the issues of contentment and 

generosity relate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What would be necessary for you to learn 

greater contentment in life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe the role trusting in God plays in 

learning to be content. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does generosity in supporting the 

ministries of KEFC show one’s partnership 

with God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does your generosity reveal your 

spiritual maturity? (See Matthew 6:19–21 and 

Luke 12:23-34). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While Paul is thankful for the financial 

support this church provided; his real concern 

is the advancement of the person of Jesus.  

How do you promote the person and message 

of Jesus Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Multiplied Generosity 

Our Daily Bread 
See that you also excel in this grace of giving.  

2 Corinthians 8:7 
      Cheryl was in for a surprise as she pulled 

up to deliver her next pizza. Expecting to 

arrive at a home, she instead found herself 

outside a church. Cheryl confusedly carried 

the pepperoni pizza inside, where she was 

met by the pastor. 

      “Is it fair to say life hasn’t been easy for 

you?” the pastor asked her. Cheryl agreed it 

hadn’t. With that, he brought out two offering 

plates that church members had filled with 

money. The pastor then poured over $750 

into Cheryl’s delivery bag as a tip!         

     Unbeknownst to Cheryl, the pastor had 

asked the pizza shop to send their most 

financially strapped driver over. Cheryl was 

stunned. She could now pay some bills. 

When the first Christians in Jerusalem faced 

poverty, it was a church that rushed to their 

aid. Though in need themselves, the 

Macedonian Christians gave sacrificially, 

considering it a privilege to do so (2 Cor. 8:1-

4).  Paul cited their generosity as an example 

for the Corinthians, and us, to follow. When 

we use our plenty to supply another’s need, 

we reflect Jesus, who gave away His riches to 

meet our own spiritual poverty (v. 9). 

      Cheryl told all her customers about the 

church’s kindness that day, and, following its 

example, donated the rest of the day’s tips to 

others in need. An act of generosity 

multiplied. And Christ was glorified. 

 
Our generosity meets needs 

and glorifies Jesus. 

SERMON NOTES 
Memory Verses Philippians 4:13 (NIV) 

13 I can do all this through Him who gives me strength. 

 


